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A compact, pedestrian scale city until recent 
growth and latest urban developments.

 Administrative 
Capital of the 
Basque Country

 255,042 inhabitants 

 276.81 km.

 46 homes/ha.

 101.51 
inhabitant/ha. 
(residential areas)

 A city where 
everything is at 
hand, accessible on 
foot and by bicycle.Stratospheric Sensor "Haziak-Biziak" Program. June 29, 2013.
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A commitment by opportunity…



A commitment by opportunity…

Accessibility map. 
Source: Sustainable Mobility and Public Space 
Plan of Vitoria-Gasteiz

Adequate accessibility

Inadequate accessibility
Width < 2.5 m and Slope > 5%
Slope > 5%

Width < 2.5 m

Width > 2.5 m and Slope < 5%

Moving walkway



Market Day. 1955
Source: Municipal Archives of Vitoria-Gasteiz



Calle Dato, 1966
Source: Archivo Municipal de Vitoria-Gasteiz









Nowadays the pedestrian zones reach up to 
500,000 square meters.

A commitment by tradition…





https://youtu.be/wqoE5RG8yfI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wqoE5RG8yfI&feature=youtu.be






January, 1991

In 25 years, the vehicle fleet had 
quadrupled, while the population 
had increased by 60,000 
inhabitants and 85,000 new cars 
were circulating in its streets.
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A commitment by convenience …

Modal Split trend. 
Changes in urban scale forces a quick motorisation in the daily mobility

SUMpsP



Current Master Plan programmed a major urban 
development in the short to medium term. In the 
last 8 years have been built about 16,000 homes, 
expanding the city in another 9 million square 
meters.

A commitment by convenience …

Population trend by neighborhoods (2001-2013). 



Private transport:

29% of CO2 Emissions in 2006

A commitment by convenience …

BaU Trend 2020 2050 Maximum Efficiency
Target

Transport Housing Urban
waste Water FarmingPublic

SpaceTertiary Public
Facilities

Hot to become a Carbon 
Neutral City by 2050?



October 2006
1st participatory workshop.

Mobility and sustainability in Vitoria-Gasteiz Report 

November 2006
2nd participatory workshop.

Mobility in Vitoria-Gasteiz in 2010???

January 2007
3rd participatory workshop

Citizens’ Pact for Sustainable Mobility

• Citizens’ Pact for Sustainable Mobility
• Signature. April 2007
• Plenary approval. September 2007
• Social Council approval. July 2008

Towards a successful Plan through citizen engagement...

The social consensus …

















An improved bicycle network









Area 30  Pilot  scheme in the city centre.
The increase in the number of cyclists on sidewalks and pedestrian 
areas has led to conflicts with pedestrians, so has been designed a 
traffic calming campaign in 47 streets of downtown with 3 
objectives

• Improving road safety for pedestrian and cyclists
• Reduce emissions of pollutants
• Reclaim the space for pedestrians

The measure does not end here but 
extends to all city.



Improved permeability for cyclists



Improved permeability for cyclists



Improved permeability for cyclists



http://blogs.elcorreo.com/inakicerrajeria/

Traffic-calming assessment



Reduction in the noise levels in 
the pilot area after the 
implementation of the measure

Traffic-calming assessment



A new public transport network
In 2009 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
created a new bus and tram 
network.

The old one, based on 18 bus 
lines, was replaced by a 
totally new integrated grid 
(2 tram lines and 9 bus lines) 

Such a new topology offers 
better frequencies (10 
min.), better use of 
resources and access to any 
point of the city with one 
sole transfer.



Extended area:  29% 

Higher prices: 

A new on-street parking policy

Part of a “Push & Pull” strategy because the very 
same day Vitoria-Gasteiz nearly tripled parking tariffs 
in the city centre (plus increased by ~30% the 
regulated area extension in the city centre).







Towards new high capacity corridors.









A new on-street parking policy





En los últimos años, se han realizado diversas 
actuaciones de pacificación y también de reforma del 
espacio público bajo los criterios del modelo de 
ordenación de Supermanzanas.
A continuación, se proponen actuaciones que 
refuercen y consoliden las ya realizadas de nueva 
ejecución.

Áreas con pacificación de tráfico

Reformas en el espacio público

A Supermanzana Central 
B/C Reformas en Barrio Zaramaga
D Parque del Norte
E Barrio Coronación
F Barrio Lovaina (Sancho el Sabio)
G/H Barrio Judimendi: Plaza Sta Bárbara; 
Pl de Toros
I Barrio Txagorritxu
J/K/L Pacificación + sección única de 
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Proyecto Sección Única - Calle Aldabe















The “Inner” Green Belt.From a private car oriented public space ...



… to a people and nature oriented one









We keep “walking” ….





https://www.vitoria-gasteiz.org/humanscalecity
https://www.vitoria-gasteiz.org/ciudadaescalahumana

https://www.vitoria-gasteiz.org/humanscalecity
https://www.vitoria-gasteiz.org/ciudadaescalahumana


Muchas gracias
@eskubi
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